Planet friendly bling
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Shine on

Many would argue that the most flawless diamonds have no eolour.
But Salina Khan, founder of Diaz Fine Jewelry, hopes to add a touch
of green to her creations. Jonie Chiu finds out how

ost jewellers

will boass

the qualiny

of their

maserials,
orthe orgimalicy of thedr designes.
Diaz Fine lewelry does neither.
What this company does proudly
boam, hirwever, {s the eeo-ethical
approach iv adopes wo create
s = diamone” pieces,

The bundaion of Diaz, an
online busines thar sells diamomnd
altematives in the form of cubie
elrecnba, is bulh around prometdng
socially pesponsible business
practices. Wil a passdon for
saving the planet and a hushand
who lowes 1o design jewellery
Salina Khan Fucldgami lausched
DIAE Fine Jewelry in 2007,

Ulslrz e sa e custom- made
metionlous crafsmanshig as
diamomds, bur withour the uman
righns {ssues amd ecodogical factors
that are inevitably arrached 1o the
industry, the lab-ereared jewels
are preiry, shiny stones thar are
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To some, thess mighe be
comsidered fake, bur Khan admis
that the bess valoe that isanached
1o them, the caser they ame o
produce. And unlike dlamonds,
cubic girconias are always fawless

I'm not saying cuble srconias
are perieer,” explalns Khan, "o
I srromgly believe they do less
I:Ii]1'l11 [IL.I.TJ I.'I1|.I'II'|J I.I.IHZI"UI'II.Id
sipapdy becanse mircon mrining
{5 less frvasive and there are no

ethical issues anmached o their
pre<duction. Ir'sa fact that every
single consumer product tha
exfsrs on this planet makes use
of some sort of nataral resounce
i {3 preduction. There ks not one
single produa thar ks 100 per ceni
eco-inendly when considering
all the steps, from exraction
of the narural sescurce nsed
1o the produoion process, the
rransportarion process, and the
eventual disposal. | think it's
kpomant o evaluare the degres
of harm a produc poses to the
planer and vo question the true
need to demand something tha
has such a high cost to our plamer”
Oif course desplre labour and
By rights issspes amached
to them, diamonds are sill
a girl s besy friend... Khan is
a fan herself, and saning Diaz
WikE 0 Rl Way an aresp i
boyoom then. insead, Khan
hivpes tor rabse awareness of the
foctpring tear diamond mining
beaves on our planet
Through Diaz cusomers
can also coturtbure 1o diamoncd
mining restorarion: a portion of
the proveeds are regulady donaged
o O Sky, a grassroots non-profin
organksaion that alms vo repair
commrities in Setra Leone
that have sulffered from anethical
priciices in the diamend industry.

Home grown
Although Maz’ bosness lhas
mainly concentrated on sales in

Japan, each plece is crafied ina
fBctory in Kowloon, coinddencally
where Khan's grandmothes wsed
o hawe ber oemn jewelbery macde

Growing up in Hong Kong.
Khan has fond memories of fresh
alr and blue skies, but retuming
to Hong Bomg a8 3 mocher, she
realises her son will not be broughi
up in the same environment. This
prompled Khan wo jumgpson
TheWayToGo, an environmental
initlariwe thar serves as anall
encompassing plarform dedicared
to all things eco.irendly, sich as
eco-new s bducation and action,
Her work has padd off. eaming her
a noemination as an Owsranding
Eamh Chamipéon by the Barth
Chamgdons Foundation,

Helping Khan balance fher
roles a3 an emrepreneur and
an ervdronmsenitalis is e
husband, Takashi - he lsas aken
a more lands-on approach vo the
production process and together
the couple pres 1o bulld a brand
thar syetkes a fine balanee berween
style and sustaliabiliny,

DHax Fne lewelry may offer
the ideal aliemarive 1o diamonds
for the socially conscdous. Thene's
noword an whether Haz will
open a bricks and morar stose
soon, bt a new callection ks fnthe
wodks, as well as a line of bridal
jewelbery. Can furure brides o
b be comtent with a diamond
altemanive? Maybe nor, bur i7in's
fior a good canse, fr's defindrely
worth considering, &




