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ETHICAL FASHION FIRST ENTERED
plobal style consciousness back in the 19708,
when rugged te-dved ganments and hessian
and hemp-based fabrcs were championed by
earthy types wha felt a responsibility to save the
planet. While these degigns were sincere in their
intentions by rejecting synthetio materials for
sustaineble fzhrics, they frequently lacked style
and werg never gaing o cul it an the runways of
Mew Yark, London and Pans.

¥et ms heelth and environmental concems
over colfon grew — it uses more pesticides
than amy other crop — and exposés of leading
faghion brands using sweed-shop labaur hit the
headines during the 19908, eco-fendly threads
became  mersazsngly  dezirable.  Sustamable
style later found is poster girl in Brit designer
Stella McCanney, who shuns beather and far in
favour of recycled fabrics and low-impact dyes.
Endlessly glamorous and chic, her 2011 spring
summer collection featunes must-have items
such as sexy lace shorts and wolurminous tulip-
shaped skiris,

Green fashion iz also gaining mamentum
in Asia thanks to the effors of charties ke
Redress, which is driving environmental and
social change in the industry wia sustainahle
fazhion shows and the anrouncement of Hong
Kongs first sustainable feshion competition,
the EcoChic Design Award, However, Redress
CEQ Chrstina Dean acknowledges there's
much work 1o be dane before eco fashian
becomes as established n Asia a3 In the West
“Unquesttonabily, there's a growmg miterest, but
some ol it isbeing tiggered by designers keen o
ride the eco wave without really understanding
it. We don't mind that though, just so long as
people are getting involved,” she says,

Iy addition o its shows and competitian,
Redress also hopes to raise awareness arcund
sugizinghle fashion by launching a design
academy and conducting saminars and couraes
on eco fashion, which it hopes to roll ow
across Asia o the long term. The charity is alse
planning to buld a Z.5<0anne mowntain cut of
textile waste at ws next fazhion show and donate
the clathes to designers, cherities and local
recyeling projects. Dean insists that eco fashion
iz much more glamorous than it used o be, and
EcolChics shows have featured shinky pieces
from tap Hong Kong designers such as Barmey
Cheng and Jaharna Ho, as well as global names

such as Disne Von Furstenberg and MNathan
Jenden, “Things have moved on far eco fashion,
and | think now it's impaortant that designs are
glamarous ag well as sustainable. Bul sustainahle
fazhion has to do better, and abways be smoking
hot!” she believes.

Haong Kong knitwear designerand chamgion
af eco-friendly yvam Johanna Ho, wiva = the chiel
judge at the EcaChic design awards, says ang of
the biggear challenges facing sustainahle Fashion
in Asia iz ils aversion to vntage. Cl went to
schaol in England, where evervone kaves to shop
at Camden and Covent Garden for ald clathes,
but my mum was livid when she found out 1'd
bought second-hand garments, &s it's perceived
2 be unlucky. She gaid o me, Scmeone could
have died in that!™ Ho tackles Azia's reluctance
o wear vintgge by ngerting pieces of recycled
fabwic into Freshly knitted cardigans ar jumpers
ta create one-off pisces, while contemporanios
like Barmney Cheng take old samples and rework
therm into new items.

In additon to eco-conzcious designers,
Hong Kong s alsa home 1o sustaineble
acceszary brands like Diaz Jewelry, which uzes
conffict-free gems and recycled metals inoils
designs, Co-lounder Salina Khan  Fuchigami,
savs We consider ourselves a sustainehle
fazhion company that makes jewellery, and our
business a vehicle to raise awareness and inspire
sustainability, There's been increasing interest in
sustainability in the industry, which has defimtely
been an atribute 1o the increased dernand Tor
our jewellery. We're finding more retallers are
interested in stodking cur praducts as consumers'
dernands shift 10 mare ethical or sustainshle
products and gifts, and we experienced a sales
inereass of around 15 per cent owver 2010.7

Khan adds that her husband, Bal, is currently
working on a new ling of lwoury resart jewellery
featuring bamboo and Japanese lacquer, az well
az additions o its RE series af “upcycled” sterling
gilver rings and pendants, “We're exploring using
natural rocks and crystals that are sourced in an
environmentally Iriendly way, and some of the
rpcks and quarz crystals for the series were
hand-picked while hiking around Hong Kong
and its outhying Elands,” she adds,

Ancther  Hong  Kong-baged  fashion
accessary brand proud to recvcle i Chako
Tokyo, which crestes glamorous clutches from
wrrwanted kimones and abis. Founder Kazwmi
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